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UITT-'J  ST 4. T 73  >F  ..ERICA  ani  ors. 

-  against  - 

3a4g?  flfld.ora. 

I,  Penrod  wance  DZAl'l,  residing  at  05  I’lnora  Read,  Dalkeith,  ’estern 
.jjstralia,  in  the  Australian  lilitary  Forces  ma  ;e  oath  and  3ay  as  follows:- 

1,  I  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  2/4  ’feehine  'Sun  3attalion,  ...I.F.  and 
was  tak.cn  prisoner  on  15  February  1942  ct  Singapore. 

2.  I  was  taken  to  Selarang  ^isoner  of  ,’ar  Oamo,  from  which  I 

escaped  on  17  torch,  7/ith  an  ,.U3tralian  Corporal.  7e  crossed  the  gfcaits  of 
Johore  in  a  suall  pr  ju  and  as  vre  aonroeehed  a  3mall  fishing  village,  our 
immediate  destination,  were  captured  by  Tamils  and  inlays,  who  handed  us 
over  to  the  ’'empei  Tai,  *n  6th  ..pril  1942.  I  spent  4  days  with  the  Tempei 

?ni,  who  tortured  me  by  burning  cigarettes  on  my  chost  and  hands  and  by 

beatify;  me  on  the  head  with  bamboos,  to  force  a  confession  that  I  was  a  soy. 

3,  I  was  transferred  to  Curran  camp,  which  wa3  the  Sikh  Oiard  camp 

for  Changi  and  held  there  until  17tli  April  when  I  wes  sent  hoc’.:  to  the 

':empei  Tai.  T  was  hid  there  until  24bh  April,  during  which  tine  I  va3  asked 
to  sign  a  statement,  which  T  refused.  After  four  days  of  boating,  burning 
with  cigarettes  and  electrical  shocks,  which  on  one  occasion  knocked  me  un¬ 
conscious,  I  wo 3  handed  0  statement  in  Jannose  with  nr  ’iiglish  translation, 
which  I  was  erdered  to  sign  under  throbs  of  further  torture.  I  asked  for  a 
translation  of  the  document,  which  was  refused  and  eventually  I  signed  ho 
Japanese  document.  I  was  then  sent  to  O-itram  Road  gael  on  24th  April. 

4,  On  18th  itoy  1942  I  was  brought  for  trial  before  a  Japanese  Court, 
,’Inrtial  in  Singaporo.  .21  the  proceed iryss  were  in  Japanese  and  there  '.733  no 
translation.  I  eventually  learned  that  I  hod  received  two  yars  solitary  con¬ 
finement.  I  -was  then  removed  b  Outra  1  Rood  gaol  in  which  gaol  I  remained 
until  18th  itoy  1944* 

5.  The  colls  in  ouhnm  Road  were  6  ft.  by  10  ft.,  normally  one  man 
per  cell.  Later  two  or  throe  men  were  put  into  each  cell.  In  the  cell  wero 
throe  beards  to  servo  as  a  bod,  together  with  a  hard  wooden  pillow.  There 
•os  a  lotrino  bucket,  which  was  normally  cleared  twice  a  week.  There  wus  one 
blanket.  During  the  two  years  I  was  in  the  gaol,  approximately  2,400 
military  oni  non- Japanese  personnel  passed  through  the  gaol.  Of  those  110 
were  militury,  150  British  and  Turaoiun.  The  remainder  were  Chinose,  :jalays, 
and  Tanils.  Of  those,  approximately  1,000  people  died  in  all.  During  the 
same  period  3»000  Japanese  passed  through  the  gaol,  of  whom  only  one  died. 

The  most  tho  gaol  held  at  any  one  period  of  time,  of  non- Japanese  personnel, 

was  230. 

6.  The  conditions  in  Outrom  load  wore  appalling.  The  ration  con- 
sist  A  of  three  mccls  per  day,  in  all  6  ox.  of  rico  and  l£  pints  of  watery 
soup.  There  -.'03  no  Japanese  doctor  in  the  prison  camp  and  the  one  Tiglish 
doctor, a  prisoner  for  a  short  tine  in  tho  camp,  was  given  no 
facilities  -with  which  to  deal  with 
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the  sick.  He  was  not  even  allowed  to  visit  then.  The  gaol  was 
250  yrrds  away  from  A lexnndra  Hospital,  the  nnin  hospital  of 
Singapore,  but  no  prisoner  was  ever  sent  there,  except  for  one 
Chinese  who  tried  to  commit  suicide  before  trial.  He  was  taken 
to  the  Hospital  where  his  head  was  sewn  up  and  brought  back  to  the 
gaol  for  trial. 


There  were  no  showers,  no  towels,  no  toilet 
articles  of  any  nature.  In  order  to  wash  ourselves  we  were 
sonctir.es  given  a  bucket  of  wat^r  to  throw  over  ourselves.  For 
the  first  six  weeks  I  never  left  ry  cell  end  never  had  a  wash. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  the  gaol  it  was  like 
bcdlun.  People  were  screaming  ell  day  fron  pain  fron  their  wounds 
and  their  beatings.  The  gaol  Commandant  used  to  cone  and  watch 
us,  make  no  comment  and  leave.  The  guards  both  Korean  and 
Japanese,  hrd  complete  control  ever  the  prisoners.  I  saw  many 
prisoners  beaten  and  I  sew  many  people  die.  Examples  are  as 
follow: - 

On  the  10th  cf  Hay,  1943,  4  Chinese  arrived  in  the  prison.  They 
were  handcuffed  and  chained  down  in  their  cell.  They  were  in  good 
physical  condition.  They  were  dead  in  six  weeks  of  nal-nutrition 
end  bootings.  I  sew  them  often  beaten  by  sticks  and  sword 
scabbcrds • 

Davies,  an  English  non,  very  bifly  built,  arrived  at  approximately 
the  sane  time  ns  I  did  in  April,  1942,  He  contracted  Beri  Beri 
and  by  August  his  testicles  were  2  feet  in  diameter.  His  only 
method  of  walking  was  to  carry  them  in  front  of  him.  The 
Japanese  used  to  bring  their  friends  in  to  watch  hin  and  never  did 
anything  to  help  him,  nor  permit  others  to  help  him,  Davies  died 
in  October  in  greet  agony.  He  had  been  beaten  many  times  and  he 
died  covered  in  his  own  excreta  and  urine.  For  five  days  before 
his  death  he  had  been  unable  to  leave  his  cell  and  we  were  not 
allowed  to  help. 

C,  W.  Barter  died  on  the  13th  February,  1943,  os  a  result  of 
beating.  Shortly  before  he  died,  he  was  very  weak,  suffering 
from  Beri  Beri  and  Dysentery  and  on  the  12th  February,  the  guard 
cane  into  his  cell  and  forced  him  to  his  feet  to  carry  his  latrine 
bucket  out  to  empty  it.  At  this  time  Barter  was  merely  skin  and 
bone.  He  was  unable  to  lift  the*  bucket  and  tried  to  drag  it 
along  the  ground.  He  was  unable  to  do  this  however  end  fell  down. 
The  guard  beat  him  and  kicked  hin  for  hearly  five  minutes.  The 
next  morning  he  was  dead. 

AU.cn ,  an  Australian,  died  on  the  10th  July,  1943.  After  his 
death,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Japanese  authorities,  his 
body  was  weighed  by  our  own  medical  people  in  Changi.  The 
weight  was  5o  lbs,  approximately  what  the  bones,  of  themselves, 
would  weigh.  For  the  fortnight  before  his  death,  he  was  not  able 
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to  leave  his  cell,  or  even  to  move  about.  Nevertheless,  the  guardt 

Sut  rice  in  a  corner  of  the  cell,  which  Allen  was  not  ablo  to  read 
asked  many  tines  to  bo  allowed  to  feed  hin  but  the  various  guards 
refused,  I  was  ordered  to  dross  hin  after  his  death  end  when  I 
saw  hin  he  was  literally  bene  covered  in  scales  as  a  result  of 
dry  Beri  Beri,  He  was  covered  in  filth, 

Hatfield r  an  Australian  Sergeant,  was  caught  in  Singapore  in  liny, 
1943,  He  spent  three  nonths  with  the  Kenpei  Tai  and  was  then 
brought  into  the  gaol  in  August,  He  was  tried  in  November,  1943 , 
and  sentenced  to  be  executed  as  a  spy.  I  had  sone  small  knowledge 
of  Japanese  and  I  was  taken  to  Hetficld  on  the  4th  December,  1943, 
who  asked  me  to  arrange  for  hin  to  make  a  will  and  for  a  Priest. 
Both  these  requests  were  refused  by  the  gaol  Commandant. 

Hatfield  was  taken  away  from  the  geol  on  the  6th  of  December, 
and  the  Guard  v/ho  executed  hin  told  me  later  that  he  had  had  the 
pleasure  of  executing  Hatfield  in  a  field  at  Bukit  Tinah. 

Ilfs.  Nixon j  the  only  Eurasion  woman  I  saw  at  Outran  Hoad  came  in 
January,  1944.  She  had  been  an  internee  at  Chnngi.  She  was 
brought  in  by  the  Kocpci  Tei  and  confined  in  the  sane  circumstances 
as  ourselves,  without  any  privacy.  She  wrs  still  there  when  I 
left  in  May,  1944,  in  solitary  confinement. 


Father  Massine  end  another  Eurcsian  Priest  were  brought  into  the 
gaol  in  1943  and  had  both  been  tortured  previously  by  the  Kenpei 
Tai.  They  died  of  disease  in  the  gaol.  Massino  was  regularly 
beaten  by  the  guards  when  they  saw  hin  on  his  knees  praying. 


Hugh  Fraser,  the  Colonial  Sccrc-tery,  Helr.ya  ,  arrived  with  a  party 
at  the  end  of  1943,  He  had  been  with  the  Kenpei  Tai  some  four 
months  prior  to  his  arrival.  He  was  beaten  by  the  guards 
regularly  and-  died  after  I  left. 


There  was  an  Englishman,  who  in  Hey,  1943,  developed  a  form  of 
scabies  as  the  result  of  v/hich,  the  whole  cf  the  area  at  the  back 
of  his  body  from  the  waist  to  knees,  became  an  open  sore,  which 
dripped  puss.  He  was  quite  unable  to  sit  down  or  lie  down  for 
three  months,  and  was  given  no  treatment,  no  bondages  or  rags 
to  wipe  the  natter  coming  from  the  wound.  Fortunately  eventually, 
it  dried  by  itself. 

Two  Chinese  women  were  brought  into  the  geol  on  the  26th  July, 
1943,  and  were  held  in  the  sane  circumstances  and  conditions  as 
the  r.en.  One  woman  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy..  She 
was  moved  only  a  few  days  prior  to  the  birth  of  her  child. 

A  Chinese  boy,  aged  12,  ccme  into  the  gaol  with  his  mother.  She 
was  put  into  one  cell  and  he  in  another.  He  died  of  Beri  Eeri  in 
about  nine  weeks.  I  carried  his  body  when  he  was  dead.  It  was 
all  puffed  out  and  his  head  was  so  swollen  that  the  features  were 
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not  obviously  recognisrblo  as  human. 

A  number  of  people  went  mad  under  these 
conditions.  The  Japanese  ncthod  of  treatment  was  to  put  throe  or 
r  ur  cioie  people  into  the  coll  to  look  after  the  lunatic.  In 
i  rt  crecc  the  rrd  *  cn  died  because  he  refused  to  eat.  On  several 
occasions  he  injured  his  companions. 

Major  Smith  who  arrived  at  the  end  of  November, 
1943,  had  had  his  jaw  broken  by  the  K.^npai  Tei  during  interrogation 
It  was  exceedingly  difficult  lor  bin  to  car.  He  was  refused 
treatment  in  the  prison,  the  Japanese  answer  being  if  he  had  told 
the  truth  ho  would  not  have  had  his  Jaw  broken. 

At  the  end  of  194-3 ,  the  Prison  authorities  sent 
sore  of  the  worst  sick  away  from  Outran  Road  to  Chengi  Hospital. 

In  almost  every  case  the  nen  sent  were  about  to  die,  and  the 
Doctors  in  the  Hospital  told  nc  that  these  sick  men  were  impossible 
to  save  and.it  appeared  that  the  Japanese  wore  sending  thorn  so  that 
the  official  death  rate.'  in  Outran  Rood  would  appear  to  be  less  than 
it  was  in  fact. 

I  hrd  a  big  cyst  on  iy  right  hip  in  September, 
1943,  from  which  1  suffered  for  nearly  a  month.  Moreover,  my 
aide  was  enormously  sv/ollon  and  I  esked  the  guard  to  slica  tho 
top  of  it  off,  which  ho  did  with  his  swerd  and  then  drained  the 
puss.  This  I  took  as  a  kindly  act,.  There  was  a  dispensary  in 
the  gaol  and  a  Japanese  orderly  with  a  large  number  of  drugs 
and  instruments,  who  refused  to  treat  no.  In  August,  1942,  two 
Japanese  escaped  from  their  portion  of  the  gaol  and  as  a  punishment 
for  three  weeks  all  the  prisoners  had  to  sit  to  attention,  that 
is  on  their  heels  end  cross  legged,  fror.  7  in  the  morning  till 
9.30  at  night.  The  daily  ration  was  3  ounces  of  rice,  a  small 
bowl  of  water  and  a  piece  of  rock  salt. 

I  had  ono  pair  of  shorts  during  the  whole  period 
April,  1942,  to  September,  1943.  This  was  the  cose  with  many  of 
us.  in  September,  1943,  we  were  issued  with  one  Japanese  shirt 
and  a  pair  of  shorts,  which  had  cone  fron  diseased  Japanese  sick. 
These  garments  were  wa she'd  once  a  month  end  owing  to  their  refusal 
to  allow  us  to  numb  r  or  mark  tho  garments,  no  prisoner  normally 
over  received  his  own  garment  bock.  In  view  of  the  diseased 
nature  cf  most  of  the  prisoners,  under  this  system  it  was  impossible 
for  anyone  to  remain  healthy.  In  a  short  tine  everyone  had  scabies 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  cells  in  which 
wo  lived.  There  was  blood  end  puss  stains  on  the  wall,  where 
people  had  wiped  the  hands  they  hod  used  to  dry  their  wounds.  Pile; 
of  scaly  skin  lay  in  the  corners.  There  were  bed  bugs  in  the 
boards  of  the  bed,  V/e  were  never  shoved  and  had  to  cut  our  nails 
by  scrcping  then  on  the  concrete  floors.  All  the-  guards  wore  masks 
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when  they  were  on  duty  in  our  block  of  cells.  They  never  touched 
rnything  i^oSr  cells  with  their  hands,  only  with  their  swords  or 
with  gloves.  Our  cells  were  domed  to  my  knowledge,  only  twice 
in  the  t^o  Jeers.  On  the  other  hmd  the  block  in  which  the 
Jcponcse  prisoners  were  housed  was  beautifully  cloon. 

Every  guard  wes  o  law  unto  hinself  and  one 
owning  a  guard  would  beat  us  for  not  being  asleep;  the  next  on 
duty  would  beat  us  for  being  asleep. 

There  were  working  parties  in  the  gaol  which 
began  in  October,  1942,  when  sor.c  of  us  went  out  cleaning  drains. 

By  Hay,  1943,  other  parties  had  been  formed. 

It  was  impossible  to  keep  notes  or  a  diary 
cells  were  scorched  daily.  Outrar.  Road  gaol  was  the  Central 
Gaol  for  the  Japanese  Southern  Army,  so  that  when  a  cell  was  onpty 
we  knew  either  the  nan  had  died  or  hao  been  executed,  or  was  a  u 
to  be  executed. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  the  gaol  I  saw  in  the 

open  buildings  which  were  around,  six  fully  f^J^J^thoS^md  ° 
tinned  rllk.  I  estimate  there  wcrG  between  20  and  30  thousand 
r.~ena  vjp  pot  a  little  for  the  first  ronth;  after  that  we  had 
rilk  twice  cn  the  Einpcrcr:s  birthday  in  1942  and  1943  •  The  r.ilk 
was  usS  W  the  Japmose  for  thenselves  in  the  gaol  and  as 
presents  to  visitors.  It  was  not  distributed  to  other  units. 

There  was  enough  r.ilk  in  the  gaol  to  supply  every  prisoner  with 
milk  until  the  end  of  the  war,  with  n  good  deal  to  spare,  and 
Vitamin  B  wes  of  course  our  greatest  need. 

On  one  occasion  a  member  of  the  Royal  family 
wrlkcd  through  the  gaol  at  the  end  of  1942.  He  never  locked  into 
thr-  cell*-  he  sorely  walked  into  the  passage.  On  several  occasions 
hiK h°r onk lng  officer a  pcid  visits  to  the  gecl.  They  just  have 
*2??  cfinr  fjf  the  prisoners  at  thoir  work  or  carrying  their  latrine 
bucket  to  be  .nptied“  F?iOT  to  such  visits,  the  cell  steps  would 
be  scrubbed  with  soap.  Soap  was  never  issued  to  the  prisoners  for 
the  purpose  of  weshinc  their  bodies. 

On  the  18 th  of  liay,  1944,  I  left  Outran  Rood 
compulsion.  I  was  then  released  end  became  an  interpreter,  going 

ggs  e 

g  a  tS  r,Sfa!enPtrreceau^rtc^  SSn,  during  "the 

tunnelling  of  the  hole • 
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"ho  work  parties  begmn  at  8  a.m.  and  marched  four 
or  five  miles  each  morning.  For  the  msst  part,  men  hud  no  boot3. 

Some  used  home-made  rubber  shoos  cr  clogs,  others  hnd  bore  feet. 

Officers  wero  not  permittod  to  lc»c  tho  camp,  nor  allowed  to  30  with 
the  working  parties,  which  nonnily  returned  ot  6.30  p.m.  Towards 
Jun:  1945»  tho  men  began  to  return  from  work  parties  at  10  p.m.  in 
the  evening,  after  working  20  to  30  ft.  into  tho  side  of  a  hill  by 
candlelight,  and  not  havii\3  caton  since  midduy.  Thoy  often  come 
back  wot  through.  No  lights  were  allov/od  in  the  camp  and  tho  hours 
wero  so  irregular  that  it  was  often  very  difficult  to  provido  a  hot  moal 
at  night. 


Clothing  was  very  short  in  the  camp  and  in  about  July  1945# 
50  pairs  of  Chinese  women’s  bloomers  ere  issued  to  the  great  amusement 
of  the  villagers  as  one  of  the  .non  walked  through  the  streets  in  them, 
.'c  had  very  little  medical  stores  in  the  coma  and  although  200  yards 
a v/ey  was  a  medical  stores  distribution  centre,  wo  wero  unable  to 
obtain  any  nevertheless.  A  good  deal  of  beating  uo  by  the  guards 
too':  plaoc.  One  order  that  all  men  had  to  3aluto  sentries,  provided 
ample  excuse  for  many  beatings. 

Tho  ration  for  working  men  was  10  oz.  of  rice  daily,  3  oz. 
of  vegetables  and  occasionally  tinned  food,  t/hioh  appeared  to  be 
Rod  gross  suoplics,  sinco  I  saw  nod  Cfroas  parcels  in  the  stores. 

Tho  ration  for  n  sick  man  W03  about  30  percent  less.  Thin  affectod 
the  ccjh  )  basic  ration,  as  about  50  percent  of  the  canp  were  sick. 


SXR"  in  To’.tyo  this  tho  ) 

day  of  ) 

lUvunbcr  1946*  ) 

Before  me, 


(F.Z,  tSD3 TYN) 
lajor,  Legal  Staff. 
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